
A N N U A L  R E P O R T  
2 0 2 0 - 2 1
Sunaayy Foundation

Sunaayy Human Welfare Foundation is registered as a Trust (Reg. No. 4723/ B.No.4/ Vol.No.3433//P.No. 43-48 (121009)). All donations are exempt 
under 80(G) Income Tax Act 1961. Our FCRA number is 231661859.

If you have the power to 
make someone smile, 
do it. The world needs 

more of that.   
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Sunaayy Foundation with its extensive experience of 10 years in ECD, implements 
a cluster-based strategy. A cluster can be defined as a JJ cluster or slum or similar 
place with high concentration of marginalized families who cannot provide for 
early childhood development. The key is to create model cases in clusters and 
then disseminate the cases for replication by a larger number of community-based 
organizations for improved outreach and impact. Sunaayy would address each of 
the challenges through soft and hard interventions involving workshops for sensiti-

zation, establishment of pre-school centers (make-shift with smart classes) and providing connections with formal educational 
institutes. 

The economic impact of COVID has been particularly destructive in lower income families. While the medical aspect of COVID 
was a big focus point in India due to the lack of medical infrastructure to tackle the populations compounding positivity rate, 
we wanted to make sure that the economic needs were being met. 

Our approach & intervention

Sunaayy has charted out a 

“solutions pathway”; a map of a 

sequence of positive changes 

and interventions that would 

address the causes behind criti-

cal development challenge. In 

doing so we articulated our 

“Theory of Change”. This is a 

graphic of our service delivery 

model:
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Among all the areas of life of migrant workers, education was worst hit by 

COVID-19. Schools and colleges are closed since March, 2020 due to pandemic 

and students have been confined to their houses. This has impacted learning 

across the educational system. Chances of learning, completion of school and 

enrolments have decreased significantly due to shutting down of schools com-

bined with socio-economic hardships that people are facing due to COVID-19.

According to reports published by World Bank, a 5 months closure of schools would result in bringing down effective learning 

that a student can achieve by 0.6 years.

According to a survey we conducted on the impact of the disruption due to the lockdown on the catchment areas in New 

Delhi that we service. We interviewed a total of 200 households, comprising 965 individuals, from 8 informal urban settlements 

near the Vasant Kunj area in New Delhi, viz. Bengali Basti, Kishangarh, Rangpuri Pahari, Bandhu Camp, Dairy Centre, Harijan 

Basti, Masoodpur, and Palam.

Key-findings

Our approach & intervention

The lockdown hit these households the hardest, not only due to the consequent loss of incomes 

and livelihoods, but due to the crowded and unhygienic surroundings in which they are forced 

live, which often have little to no access to municipal facilities such as running water, sufficient 

toilets, or adequate sewage lines.
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A vast majority of households living in urban informal settlements or ‘slums’ in a city 

like New Delhi are migrant workers. They’re employed in low-paying, informal 

sector jobs, characterized by employment insecurity. The lockdown has negative-

ly affected their job status, with only 1/5 of respondents reporting that they have 

been able to continue working full-time. It has also negatively affected household 

earnings, with 1/3 of respondents reporting no payment during lock- down, and 

more than half reporting only partial payment.

Our survey has been conducted with our partner, Dono Consulting, a boutique quantitative analytics firm which inter alia works 

in the field of data-driven policy

Key findings
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A digital movement in education will hinder access to large number of students, 

especially our students who come from resource-poor households. If this mode of 

teaching is advocated at a mass scale it can be discriminatory. Despite many 

urban poor households having notional internet access, some households have 

limited or no access to online education due to issues ranging from poor connec-

tivity, erratic electric supplies making devices harder to charge, as well as unreli-

able access to the one phone owned by the household.

Key findings



C O V I D - 1 9  
S U M M A R Y

COVID-19 Lockdown  Survey Report

Most of the learning has shifted to online mode and access to internet is still a 

dream to majority in developing countries like India. To continue learning is a chal-

lenge faced by many without proper connectivity to internet. This leads to further 

widening of the gap between urban and rural children. In Delhi alone there are 

25.63% students who have no internet access.
Key findings

Reports say that longer the children stay 

out of school more their chances to return 

back to school decreases.

As can be seen from the survey that large 

portion of students won’t be returning 

back to school and even larger percent-

age are unsure. They will ultimately 

become a victim of child marriage, child 

labour or child abuse and domestic 

violence.
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At SF we identified certain key concerns that we felt were not being addressed 

through government intervention so we took matters into our own hands.

C O N T R I B U T O R S
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Highlighting key CSR partners & drives during COVID19

General mills - Under its CSR initiative GM India came forward to distribute cookies & cakes in Delhi and Kolkata. Through this 

initiative 500 cartons of cookie cakes were distributed in affected areas with the aim to distribute them through the extended 

phase of the lockdown. As the lockdown intensified in certain states of India, GM stepped up to the plate and further contrib-
uted ~1520 cake and biscuit boxes to be distributed amongst our beneficiaries. 
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Highlighting key CSR partners & drives during COVID19

Round table India – Round Table India is a non-religious, non-political and non -sectarian organiza-

tion. They provided us 500 wheat flour bags (5kg each) which were distributed as follows:

• 100 flour bags were distributed to Jai Hind Camp. 

• 100 flour bags were distributed to Rangpuri center. 

• 90 flour bags were distributed to the dairy center. 70 flour bags were distributed to Kishangarh.             

• 125 flour bags were distributed at Bandhu Camp 

• 15 were distributed to staff.  

    In total ~ 4000 people reaped these benefits

Young India – After the lockdown was introduced, the Central gov-

ernment announced free ration to all who had a relevant card 

along with a free cylinder to all who came within the “UJWALA 

YOJANA” scheme. For those who didn’t have a ration card or any 

other documents, the government invited NGO’S to help. CII 

YOUNG INDIA (CII YI) provided cartons of food for distribution. This 

was their biggest drive till date where each family got 1 months’ 

worth of ration, with a total of 450 food cartons were distributed and 
~6500 people benefitted.
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Highlighting key CSR partners & drives during COVID19

CP Avant – CP Avant, with a massive presence in Asia was 

set up with the objective of acting as a catalyst to establish 

innovative and new businesses in India and to provide good 

quality of life to its consumers. They specialize in distributing 

frozen ready-to-eat/cook snacks. With their support and 

reach we were able to distribute chicken patty burger 
boxes to ~1200 beneficiaries associated with Sunaayy in the 

Vasant Kunj area. 

Food for hungry - Food for 

the hungry drive has been 

conducted during July, 

September, October 2020 

and March 2021. Cakes 

and cookies were distrib-

uted among a total of 500 

children.

AWL Pvt Ltd - A rice distribution 

drive was conducted during 

July 2020 where 1000kgs of rice 

was distributed to beneficia-

ries.
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Highlighting key CSR partners & drives during COVID19

ABM Knowledgeware - Ration distribution drive was conducted in Mumbai during July 2020 and 650 people were benefitted 

from dry ration drive.



 INR 
55,32,000 

F I N A N C I A L S   
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Building on the success of the past few years, our focus in 2021-22 will be on scal-

ing with sustainability – so that we are able to reach out to more students with our 

holistic early childhood development program centered around education, 

health nutrition and hygiene. Our current strategic plan will have to effectively 

counter the detrimental effects of the global coronavirus pandemic and the 

response to it by our national and state governments. 

In order to serve more people and to do so in a way that truly lasts, Sunaayy must innovatively grow and diversify its donor base 

of support. This will be one of our biggest challenges in the years to come – connecting with a diversified donor and supporter 

base in India and elsewhere. 

In India, there has been limited convergence in basic capabilities between marginalized population groups and the rest of soci-

ety. Disparities in access to education persist across social groups, reflecting inequalities in opportunity. Now we are beginning 

to see a divergence in enhanced capabilities such as access to computers and to increased years of education. Marginalized 

groups are moving forward but in comparative terms are lagging further behind, despite progress. The economy is on the brink 

of a fourth industrial revolution which has the potential of widening competence gaps between advantaged and disadvan-

taged children. 

We at Sunaayy plan to bring technology and education together to address this gap so that a quality education is accessible 

to our students from even the most marginalized households. We have been planning towards entering partnerships with 

remote-education technology service providers to design a module whereby education can be delivered to remote parts of 

the country, through live interactive streaming. Our pilot project in an informal cluster in New Delhi and Kolkata, and a remote 

village in Bihar is part of our new deployment of this online educational platform and smart classrooms. 
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Ours is a frugal model that has comparatively low management cost. In addition, 

our documentation, and focus towards results-based management will ensure 

that this is a model that can be replicated after incorporating our lessons from 

implementation, and add to knowledge creation.

Lalita, is one of the most hard working and kind hearted teachers at Sunaayy, 

always ready to help been with us for almost 2 years now. Starting from a small 

town, being born to parents she has never seen, it was one of those journeys which inspired.

With no formal education, she came to Delhi in search of work for survival. Her uncle brought her up and when it was time for 

her to earn a living, she didn’t know what to do. In Delhi, she got help from her employer and enrolled herself in tuitions and 

open schools and got her B.A. With a curious mind and a heart wanting to learn and being able to speak and write fluently, she 

always overcame her obstacles in order to succeed. She used to copy texts from newspapers, write and read them aloud.

Sunaayy, gave her a platform to rise continuously with each passing day, learning, teaching, providing for the homeless. She 

eventually wants to teach and become a mentor, helping spread education in the darkest of colonies in her village in 

Jharkhand. 

We have dreams just like her, but all that it takes to fulfill them are our determination and support and Sunaayy is overwhelmed 

to be a part of her journey and motivating her to achieve more.

This is why we do what we do – so that Lalita and many others like her will have a better future. Thank you for joining us in this 

work. None of it happens without you.
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UNESCO defines early childhood education and care as the “holistic development of a 

child’s social, emotional, cognitive and physical needs in order to build a solid and broad 

foundation for lifelong learning and wellbeing”. Academic evidence from the Program for 

International Student Assessment (PISA), shows that students who participated in early child-

hood development (ECD) for more than one year achieved higher scores in standardized 

mathematics tests at age 15. Access to ECD further limits the development of competence 

gaps between advantaged and disadvantaged children. 

Improved cognitive development, better schooling outcomes and increased lifelong productivity are just some of the potential 

benefits from ECD programs. When paired with proper nutrition, the returns from investments in children’s early education can 

be leveraged to reduce intergenerational transfer of poverty, improve gender outcomes, as well as translate into better health 

and fewer illnesses, preparing the child to become a productive citizen. 

According to Census 2011 data, there are 164.48 million children of 0-6 years of age in India. The Right of Children to Free and 

Compulsory Education (RTE) Act 2010 guarantees children their right to quality elementary education. ECD is not recognized as 

a compulsory provision by RTE, but RTE urges states to provide free pre-school education for children above three years. Despite 

the recognition of the importance of ECD by the Government of India, the challenges in implementation remain. There are still 

substantial numbers of children not enrolled in preschools. Even in elementary education, while there is a significant rise in enrol-

ments, the dropout rate continues to be a matter of concern, with dropouts being highest in the first two grades of elementary 

schooling. Learning assessments also show that literacy skills are poor in early primary grades. 

This points to the urgency of helping children, particularly from first generation families, develop adequate school readiness 

through a good quality ECD program, to enable them to make a smooth transition.
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Sunaayy Foundation is a non-profit organization that was founded in 2009 in Vasant 

Kunj, New Delhi (India). Sunaayy adopts an issue-based approach to focus on a criti-

cal development challenge, namely: 

Addressing the poor education, health, hygiene, 
and nourishment outcomes of children from 

underprivileged and marginalized households.

UNESCO defines early childhood education and care as the “holistic development of a child’s social, emotional, cognitive and 

physical needs in order to build a solid and broad foundation for lifelong learning and wellbeing”. A child’s earliest years present 

a window of opportunity to address inequality and improve outcomes later in life. Academic evidence from the Program for 

International Student Assessment (PISA), shows that students who participated in early childhood development (ECD) for more 

than one year achieved higher scores in standardized mathematics tests at age 15. Access to ECD further limits the develop-

ment of competence gaps between advantaged and disadvantaged children.

 

Improved cognitive development, better schooling outcomes and increased lifelong productivity are just some of the potential 

benefits from ECD programs. When paired with proper nutrition, the returns from investments in children’s early education can 

be leveraged to reduce intergenerational transfer of poverty, improve gender outcomes, as well as translate into better health 

and fewer illnesses, preparing the child to become a productive citizen. 
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• Inclusion of all races, religions, gender#10 Reduced Inequalities

• Women/teachers recruited from the community
• Providing a safe space to neglected genders

#5 Gender Equality

• Contribute to improve human development index (HDI) 
or multi developmental index (MDI) by providing at least 
650 children continuous & virtual education

#4 Quality Education

• By providing food and ration to families in donation 
drives

• 2 square meals a day to at least 650 beneficiaries
#2 Zero Hunger

• Reducing hunger in families -> reduces the economic 
cost for a parent -> ultimately allows for more disposable 
income

#1 No Poverty

MethodSustainable Development Goals 
Tackled by Sunaayy
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Dear Friends of Sunaayy, 
When I started the Sunaayy Human Welfare Foundation in May 2009, I never imag-
ined that we would reach out and provide a quality and holistic education to more 
than 6000 children, serve over 100,000 meals, and distribute over 3000 blankets and 
75,000 uniforms. From a batch of 6 children in one center in Vasant Kunj, New Delhi 
we have grown to more than 650 children who regularly come to 20 Sunaayy cen-

ters spread out across New Delhi, Kolkata and Bihar. Our abilities to provide have also expanded from a platform of care for 
our students to where we now equally pay attention to their education, nourishment and health. We also empower women 
from underprivileged households who actively contribute to the affairs of Sunaayy while displaying great pride in their works. 

I would like to take this opportunity and thank those people without whom none of this would have been possible. Sunaayy is 
honored to associate with several individuals and organizations who have volunteered their time, expertise, and effort to help 
us grow. Our volunteers’ consistent service has been a pivot around which we have been able to expand our outreach and 
create a significant social impact. In many ways our continued efforts will be contingent on this bond between volunteers and 
beneficiaries. 

COVID-19 has seen Sunaayy strive towards mitigating some of the worst impacts on our students and their families, through 
distribution of food, ration and other essentials. In many ways I can truly say that service volunteering, which goes beyond 
donations has been the heart and soul of Sunaayy’s existence. The compassion that our volunteers display towards children, 
their education and health is an inspiration for us all.

I cannot highlight how appreciative Sunaayy is of the swayamsewa of our volunteers, truly evoking the spirit of karmayoga. 
We need your continued efforts to go even further! 

Highlight your service potential for the community, together we can make someone’s life a little bit brighter.

Richa Prasant
F O U N D E R  D I R E C T O R




























